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which comprises the rooms for the administrative staff,
board-room, kitchen, offices for registration of patients, &c.
Each wing is approached from the central building by iron
.galleries on the ground and first floors, the hospital proper
consisting of only two floors. On each floor are three

lying-in rooms, each with a single bed and the nurse’s room.
The whole are so arranged that the nurse can see all the
three patients from her room without leaving it. All the

sanitary arrangements are admirable, as are also those
for securing the thorough cleansing and disinfection of
each room after every confinement. Every precaution has
been taken to prevent the possibility of contagion. At

present patients are admitted without regard as to whether
the confinement is expected to be normal or otherwise ; but
it is probable that the twelve beds will in time be fully
required for difficult or complicated labours.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.

Dr. Ewing Whittle has resigned the lectureship of
forensic medicine and hygiene, which he has held for
upwards of twenty years. Among other candidates for the
vacancy are Mr. Frank Thomas Paul, Surgical Tutor, late
Pathologist and Demonstrator of Physiology; and Dr. James
Barr, Visiting Surgeon, H. M. Prison, Kirkdale.

JUVENILE DRUNKARDS.

A boy fourteen years of age was admitted into the Royal
Southern Hospital in the afternoon of Sunday, the 15th
inst., in an insensible condition. He had been found by the
policeman on duty lying in a gutter. Dr. Gordon, the house-
surgeon, found him in a state of collapse from alcoholic
.drinks, and applied the stomach-pump ; but it was some
time before he was completely restored. It subsequently
transpired that the boy reached home late on Saturday night
in a state of intoxication, and having slept this off con-
sumed two pints of beer and two glasses of whisky between
three and five o’clock on Sunday afternoon. Disgusting
though this is, it is only an aggravated example of what is
sadly too common in this city in the young of both sexes.

MANCHESTER.

(From our own Correspondent.)

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
AT the annual meeting of St. Mary’s Hospital for Women

- and Children the cry so common from our medical charities
was again heard-expenditure was outrunning income. The
charity certainly has special claims, being the only one with
a. maternity department in the city and neighbourhood, the
patients in which during the past twelve months numbered
-3045. The cases admitted into the wards were 544, while
,the total patients under treatment were 14,192. The chair-
man, Mr. Duncan Matheson, who succeeds the late Canon
Bentley, who for so many years was an earnest supporter of
the hospital, alluded to the necessity of steps being taken at
the earliest possible opportunity to reconstruct or build
a new hospital, but the committee were loth to take
any further steps in the matter until they could see their
way clear to obtaining the funds required for that purpose.
It was decided to bring more prominently before the public
of Manchester and the surrounding district the work and
meeds of this particular hospital.

WITHINGTON HOSPITAL.

To the hospital belonging to the Chorlton guardians at
Withington additions are shortly to be made, owing to the
crowded state of the wards ; it was recently stated by one
of the members of the Board (a medical man) that it was not
safe to perform any serious surgical operation there on
recount of the overcrowded state of the hospital.

A NEW HOSPITAL FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

At the Crumpsall Workhouse, belonging to the Manchester
guardians, plans have been passed for a new hospital for the
treatment of infectious diseases, to be erected at a cost of
&pound;2400. Hitherto the guardians have sent most of their in-
fectious cases for treatment to the Monsall Fever Hospital.
It is certain that, in the event of any serious epidemic in the
- city, the cases coming under the charge of the guardians
- could never all be treated and the diseases properly separated
the one from the other with the hospital accommodation that
can be provided for the above sum.

THREATENED OUTBREAK OF SMALL-POX IN
MANCHESTER.

At present we are threatened with an outbreak of small-
pox ; three deaths were reported last week, a larger number
than has occurred for many months; and there are at the
present time more cases under treatment than there have
been for a considerable time. Scarlet fever, which has
been so prevalent for the past eighteen months, appears
now to be subsiding; and at the last meeting of the Salford
Town Council honorariums were voted for the resident
medical officer and matron of the Fever Hospital, of X20 and
&pound;10 respectively for the increased work and responsibility
thrown upon them during that time.

A NEW PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

A new Pathological Society is about to be formed, which
has developed out of the Microscopical Section of the Medical
Society. The Microscopical Section was formed some few
years ago ; but the members have lately felt that its scope
of work might be very materially enlarged by adding to it
the exhibition and description of pathological specimens--
the more so as at the Medical Society’s meetings there is
always an abundance of contributions of a more strictly
clinical character. The founders are actuated by no spirit
of opposition or antagonism to the parent Society, but
simply desire to work more particularly in a field which
they think is neglected, or for which there is not sufficient
time and opportunity at the meetings of the Medical Society.

A NEW MEDICAL SOCIETY.

There is a rumour of a new Medical Society being formed
by several members of the profession, who object to the
meetings and reading rooms, &c., being all located at Owens
College, and who have urged the desirability of some more
central position. Nothing very definite has, however, yet
transpired with regard to this project.
NORTH-WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF

HEALTH.

At the annual meeting of this Association, Dr. Hime of
Bradford was elected president for the coming year. The
Society has steadily increased in numbers and influence since
its formation some nine years ago, and has had before it for
discussion during the past year many subjects of interest and
importance from a sanitary point of view. Two subjects which
might profitably engage attention, and which are at present
before the notice of the public here, are : the pollution of
rivers, a Bill respecting which is again before Parliament,
and is also a subject at present occupying the attention of
the Corporation; and the ship canal scheme from this city
to Liverpool, which will require some careful watching in
order that provision shall be duly made to prevent the
docks, &c., in connexion therewith degenerating into vast
cesspools. 

______________

PARIS.

(From our Paris Correspondent.)

PROFESSOR BROWN-S&Eacute;QUARD ON COCAINE.
AT the last meeting of the Societe de Biologie, Professor

Brown-S&eacute;quard read a note on the local analgetic action of
cocaine, which he looked upon as a new example of in-
hibitory action. Experiments performed by the author
proved that cocaine acted through the medium of the peri-
pheric nerves on the nervous centres, which react in pro-
ducing an inhibition of sensibility. The phenomena which
result from the injection of a certain quantity of cocaine
at the level of the larynx are absolutely the same as those
which are consecutive to the application of a jet of carbonic
acid on the mucous membrane of the larynx. Two minutes
after this injection there is a generalised anaesthesia and
an analgesia of the different wounds made on the body
of the animal. The cutaneous anaesthesia lasts only a

few minutes, but the analgesia of the wounds persists
even till the following day. If fresh wounds are made,
these, far from being analgetic, become, on the contrary,
hyperalgetic. That which proi-es that cocaine acts on the
nervous centres, and particularly on the cerebellum, is
that the injections of this substance produce sometimes a
rolling motion to the side opposite to the injection, and at
others a turning motion. Evidence of the inhibitory action
may be obtained by another experiment: when the dose


